Sample Learning Plan #2: Reading Music

© Suzan Stroud, 2018

Below is an example of how I teach note reading, and a plan that you can
follow to do it on your own!

Reading Piano Music for Beginners (10 through adult)

I like to introduce reading notes in a slightly different order for older
students, since they are usually ready to play with both hands simultaneously
right away. Again, it's important to introduce information in an order where it
can immediately be used to do something in the real world. The plan below
focuses on building reading skills from the beginning through to level 1.

What You'll need:

e Quizlet (Free platform for drilling on Quizlet.com or Quizlet App)

e Treblemakers Piano Method Book 1 - Free on kindle unlimited, or
you can buy a hard copy. Contains groups of songs to play for each
note range

e Free Downloads - Links below for additional music to make sure each
micro level has enough songs to master note range

How Long On Each Step: Few days to one week, depending on how many
days of practice

Practices Per Week: 3-7

Time Per Practice: 5-15 minutes

Time To Completing Goal: 9 weeks (2-3 months)

Step 1:
e Introduce C, D, and E (Getting Started Playlist on Youtube) or pg 1-7
in book

e Drill on notes using Quizlet Piano Note Reading 1

e Quizlet C, D, and E Permutations (quizzing on all possible combinations
of C, D, and E). Quiz in "Write” mode and play on piano as you go

e Play C, D, and E songs, then say note names (pg 8-17)

e Add rhythm (covered in video). Rhythms are simple to allow focus on
note reading


http://quizlet.com/
http://quizlet.com/
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=treblemakers+piano+method+book+1
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLqofa-wSI9gBPMgce0l5EiDoX8VotpLUw
https://quizlet.com/216607246/reading-1-c-d-e-rh-flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/216607246/reading-1-c-d-e-rh-flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/282685864/c-d-e-permutations-flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/282685864/c-d-e-permutations-flash-cards/

Step 2:

Step 3:

Introduce C, F, and G in bass clef using Quizlet Reading
3.5

Quizlet C, F, and G Permutations. Quiz in “*Write” mode
and play on piano as you go

Read pg 44 to see how notes are used in two simple
chord shapes

Play through left hand parts of songs (pg 45-47) and 7 .
say note names out loud (same as C, D, and E songs

previously played, but with left hand part added)

Play through Simple Songs 1 one hand at a time, then say note names
out loud

Play Simple Songs 1 with hands together (all of these songs only use

C, D, and E in right hand and C, F, and G in left hand)

Introduce D and E in left hand using Quizlet Reading 6.5 @
Quizlet D, E, and F Permutations ©
Combine C, D, and E with C, F, and G in drilling in

Quizlet Reading 3.75 /
Play left hand notes in songs, then say note names (pg

52-58)

Put left hand part together with right hand part in songs (same as C,
D, and E songs previously played, but with left hand part added)

Step 4:

Introduce F and G in right hand using Quizlet Reading 4

Quizlet E, F, and G Permutations

Quizlet Reading 7.5 to continue drilling past combinations of notes
Read songs (pg 48, 49, 51)

Read songs Simple Songs 2


https://quizlet.com/242763610/reading-35-lh-c-f-g-for-simplified-c-g7-chord-flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/242763610/reading-35-lh-c-f-g-for-simplified-c-g7-chord-flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/242763610/reading-35-lh-c-f-g-for-simplified-c-g7-chord-flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/286214504/c-f-g-in-lh-permutations-flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/286214504/c-f-g-in-lh-permutations-flash-cards/
http://suzanstroud.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Simple-Songs-1.pdf
http://suzanstroud.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Simple-Songs-1.pdf
https://quizlet.com/286192406/reading-65-lh-medium-low-c-d-e-flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/286192406/reading-65-lh-medium-low-c-d-e-flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/286763713/d-e-f-permutation-bass-below-middle-c-flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/286763713/d-e-f-permutation-bass-below-middle-c-flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/286490765/reading-375-lh-cfg-rh-cde-set-1-set-35-combined-flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/286490765/reading-375-lh-cfg-rh-cde-set-1-set-35-combined-flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/216730165/reading-4-f-g-in-lh-rh-flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/216730165/reading-4-f-g-in-lh-rh-flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/286531672/e-f-g-rh-permutations-key-of-c-flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/286531672/e-f-g-rh-permutations-key-of-c-flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/286492755/reading-75-lh-med-low-c-g-rh-c-d-e-flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/286492755/reading-75-lh-med-low-c-g-rh-c-d-e-flash-cards/
http://suzanstroud.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Simple-Songs-2.pdf
http://suzanstroud.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Simple-Songs-2.pdf

Step 5:

Introduce C,B, and A in left hand (pg 18) "' . ._

Quizlet Reading 2 ®
Quizlet C, B, and A Permutations. Quiz in “Write” ®
mode, and play on piano as you go

Quizlet Reading 4.5 to combine C, D, and E with F /

and G in right hand
Play songs and say note names (pg 19-26)
Continue reading level 1 music (pg 58, 60)

Step 6:

Combine C, B, and A with C, D, and E (this is thumbs-sharing middle C
position)

e Quizlet Reading 3
e Play songs and say note names (pg 27-35)
e Play songs to continue C position reading (pg 51, 60)
e Quizlet Reading 7 & Reading 4.5
Step 7:
e Combine other notes in middle C position
e Quizlet Reading 5
e Play songs and say note names (pg 36-43). You can also find lots of
other music to play in this range. Look for five finger music in Middle C
position (sometimes called “thumbs sharing middle C” position)
e Play Simple Songs 3
Step 8:
e Introduce A, B, and C in treble clef
e Quizlet Reading 5.5
e Quizlet A, B, and C permutations
e SongsonA, B, and C (pg 59, 61)
e Play Simple Songs 4
Step 9:

Combine all notes learned, and drill in Quizlet Reading 8.


https://quizlet.com/216607366/reading-2-cba-lh-flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/216607366/reading-2-cba-lh-flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/286218199/c-b-a-lh-permutations-flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/286218199/c-b-a-lh-permutations-flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/286202543/reading-45-rh-middle-c-g-flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/286202543/reading-45-rh-middle-c-g-flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/216607489/reading-3-a-e-set-1-2-combined-lh-rh-flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/216607489/reading-3-a-e-set-1-2-combined-lh-rh-flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/216615425/reading-7-lh-medium-low-c-g-flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/216615425/reading-7-lh-medium-low-c-g-flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/286202543/reading-45-rh-middle-c-g-flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/286202543/reading-45-rh-middle-c-g-flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/216614261/reading-5-lh-f-below-middle-c-rh-g-above-middle-c-set-3-4-combined-flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/216614261/reading-5-lh-f-below-middle-c-rh-g-above-middle-c-set-3-4-combined-flash-cards/
http://suzanstroud.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Simple-Songs-3.pdf
http://suzanstroud.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Simple-Songs-3.pdf
https://quizlet.com/286497514/reading-55-rh-abc-above-middle-c-flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/286497514/reading-55-rh-abc-above-middle-c-flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/286770901/a-b-c-permutations-treble-above-middle-c-flash-cards/
http://suzanstroud.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Simple-Songs-4.pdf
http://suzanstroud.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Simple-Songs-4.pdf

By Suzan Stroud, songwriter/composer and teacher in Park Slope, Brooklyn.
Suzan is a multi instrumentalist on Voice, Piano, Guitar, Bass and Drums and
has a degree in songwriting from Berklee College of Music. She founded
Treblemakers Music School (now Park Slope Music School) in 2009 and is the
author of Treblemakers Piano Method. Suzan combines 30 years of teaching
piano full time with her hobby of reading about the brain to create music and
curriculum designed to engage interest and maximize learning. She writes
about music education in her blog "Suzan’s Cents” which can be found on
suzanstroud.com. Her original album “"Reveal The Tapestry” can be found on
iTunes and Spotify.


http://suzanstroud.com/
http://www.parkslopemusicschool.com/
https://amzn.to/2KMPJDV
http://suzanstroud.com/
http://suzanstroud.com/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/artist/suzan-stroud/192630846
https://itunes.apple.com/us/artist/suzan-stroud/192630846
https://open.spotify.com/album/3902cgrnvH5rq0262L6Ngm

